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(773rd General Meeting May 21, 2010)
Board of Directors

6:30pm Mohr Hall, Sacramento City College
                       Minutes
1. Call to Order: 6:31
2. Roll Call
	Officers 
(Term ends March 2011)
	
	Notes

	President: Ross Gorman
	X
	

	Vice President: Walt Heiges
	X
	

	Secretary: Chuck Real
	X
	

	Treasurer: Kirk Alexander
	
	Absent

	Past President: Liam McDaid
	X
	


	Odd Year Directors
(Term ends March 2011)
	
	Notes
	Even Year Directors
(Term ends March 2012)
	
	Notes

	Bob Lea
	X
	
	Perry Porter
	X
	

	Michael Mehrdadi
	
	Absent
	Terry Sandbek
	X
	

	Lynda Hall
	X
	
	Forrest Lockhart
	X
	

	(vacant)
	
	
	Gary Shuluk
	X
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


3. Guests: Jason Gayman
4. Guest Issues: None
5. Approval of Minutes
· Action item: April  Minutes  
Minutes for March included the Board and Annual Meetings.  It was noted that the reported number of ballot signatures (and handed out) was 42 instead of 41 and should be changed.

Walt motioned to approve the April Minutes (Board and Annual Meeting) subject to the above change, Liam seconded and the motion passed unopposed.
6. Secretary’s Report: No Report
7. Treasurer’s Report: No Report
8. Membership
Action item: Approval of memberships – Walt motioned to approve the membership list, Perry seconded, and the motion passed unopposed.
General Members (returning unless otherwise noted)

· Nerissa Adams

· Laura & Paul Copsey (new)
· Paul Feldstein

· Allen Mason (new)
· Rosaria Niebolt

· Bill Prysock (new)
· Theresa Roseberry

· James T. Sundby

· Jack & Kathy Ulmer

Observatory Members



None.
9. High Priority -- time sensitive action items:

A. Old Business

1)  Star-B-Q
- The need to get started on planning discussed, as the date will be coming up soon (August 7th).  Walt indicated that he has located two telescopes for the event: an 8” Yolo and a 6” Newtonian.  Forrest offered to handle availability of astronomy books for the event.
2) Two sites were set up for Astronomy Day, which had good public response: one at Pete’s Coffee at Greenback and Hazel in Fair Oaks, and the other at Calvine in Elk Grove.  The first location had great sun observing, as Forrest brought out his refractor with an H-alpha filter.  Despite the bright store front lights, the turnout and viewing was good.  The targets included Saturn, Venus, Mars, and the Sun.
B. New Business
1) Newsletter -  (Lynda)

It was discussed whether to have a 6- or 12-month service for the SVAS Observer contract.  The Board agreed that the 12-month contract was the better deal at $15.50/mo, which includes 5 pictures.

Action Item: Liam motioned to approve the 12-month service, Gary seconded and the motion passed unopposed.

10.  Medium Priority – items related to business of the Society, complete ASAP
A. Old Business

1) Change moderator/admin rights of the Yahoo Groups and setup reminders/ticklers for SVAS business action items (tax returns, SOS filing, insurance, etc. (Gary to update):
Gary was still getting started on the issue, but having difficult on where to start.  It was mentioned that Doug Williams started and ran the group site, and that the operation, password, and user access should remain with SVAS.  It was decided to obtain the password from Doug, change it to a new password, and remove members that are no longer on the Board if SVAS is to keep the site. Two options were identified for further consideration: 1) take over the existing site operation, or 2) scratch the old site and start a new site.  Gary will explore these options once administrator login for the existing site is obtained.
2) Donation for Chris Hulbe Memorial -- Sac City College, through the SCC Foundation (Friends of Astronomy) is putting a memorial together.  SVAS should make donation.  How much? (Liam)
Liam indicated that the cost of the initiative was too high, and that the effort is unlikely to proceed.  Still under discussion.

B. New Business

1) Briefing on the Meridian Group (Forrest & Tom):
Forrest provided a Mission Statement for the new group, and stated that there will be a monthly list of target objects to view that lie near the meridian.  The same list will be used as is for the Sierra Star Gazers.
Forrest suggested that a neck pockets be assembled to identify members of the group, with an I.D. card/logo.  One supplier of the pockets indicated availability only in lots of 100, at $2-3 apiece.   After brief discussion it was decided that the group (or future groups) would likely be too small to justify the quantity purchase.  Forrest will continue to look for other suppliers having lower purchase quantity requirements.

2) The need to have more events for members was discussed, and Lynda brought up the idea of a “Movie Night”, for videos and possibly accompanied by a “Pot Luck” meal.  No decision was made regarding the suggestion.

3) Repair and maintenance has been underway at HGO, but it was indicated that more money is needed to complete the work.

Action Item: Perry motioned to appropriate $200 from SVAS funds for the purpose of repair and maintenance of HGO, Walt seconded, and the motion passed unopposed.
12.  Low Priority -- need to have completed, but not pressing at this time
A. Old Business

1) It was reported that the special IMAX presentation of the Hubble Telescope was well attended, with about 29 SVAS members attending.

B. New Business
13.  Adjourn: 8:03 pm

