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(766th General Meeting October 16, 2009)
Board of Directors

6:30pm Mohr Hall, Sacramento City College
                       Minutes
1. Call to Order: Liam McDaid called the meeting to order at 6:32
2. Roll Call
	Officers 
(Term ends March 2010)
	
	Notes

	President: Liam McDaid
	X
	

	Vice President: Ross Gorman
	X
	

	Secretary: Chuck Real
	X
	

	Treasurer: Kirk Alexander
	X
	

	Past President: Walt Heiges
	
	


	Even Year Directors
(Term ends March 2010)
	
	Notes
	Even Year Directors
(Term ends March 2011)
	
	Notes

	Tom Silver
	X
	
	Bob Lea
	X
	

	Chris Hulbe
	
	
	Margaret Minnick
	X
	

	Perry Porter
	X
	
	Lynda Hall
	X
	

	Andrew Gallagher
	X
	
	Michael Mehrdadi
	X
	

	Molly Gallagher
	X
	
	
	
	

	Vacant
	
	
	
	
	


3. Guests – Jason Gayman and Mary Woodward were guests
4. Guest Issues - None
5. Approval of Minutes – No minutes from September Meeting
6. Secretary’s Report – Chuck gave a briefing on the Julian Star fest that he attended in August in the Cuyamaca Mountains near Palomar Mt.  It was held at the Menghini Winery, had an astronomy equipment expo with vendors including Meade, Vixon and TeleView among many others, and was sponsored by Astronomy Magazine, Orion, Scope City, Bob’s Knobs.  Could an event like that happen in Northern California? Food for thought.
7. Treasurer’s Report – Kirk announced a new membership roster would be available soon, with the meeting’s new members bringing the club total to 92.  This is down from a past count of 134.  There is question of whether we can justify the number of Board members with the lower club enrollment.
8. Membership – New and returning members approved:
Regular membership:
· John Cumming

· Gus Buma

· William Hagbery

· George & Andrew Papagiannis

· Karen Christian

· Greg Hunt

· Bob Fera

· John Cary

· Liam McDaid

· Lee Clausen

· Bill & Jeannette Vance

· Kevin Lucidi

· David Macho

· Wayne Lord

· John C. Reed

· Perry Porter

Observatory Membership:

· Jason Gayman (Tom motioned, Perry seconded, Board approved)
· Perry Preston (Tom motioned, Chuck seconded, Board approved)
· Lon Robinson (Andrew motioned, Perry seconded, Board approved)
Board Membership:

· Perry Porter
· Gary Shuluk (Filled last Board vacancy)
9. Old Business – There was discussion about removal of the restroom facility at HGO, and alternatives for replacement.  It was decided that the Board would look into rental cost of a portable toilet.  Removal of the restroom resulted in detachment of the phone line so it is no longer functional.  With good cell phone reception it was questioned whether a land line was needed.  After some discussion, it was decided to discontinue the landline and keep the SVAS-1111 phone number which simply posts a message about how to reach us or can announce some special event.”
The question came up from last meeting when to have next year’s Star-B-Q.  After agreement that July is probably the best month, Ross motioned to have the 2010 Star-B-Q in August 7th, the weekend before new moon.   Perry seconded the motion, and it was approved by the Board. Molly volunteered to be chair of committee, Bob Lea, Gary, and Perry committee members.
10. New Business
· Focuser for the RC16 – Lon Robinson, talked about how a new focuser can be adapted to HGO’s RC16.  Total cost for adapter and focuser is estimated to be $600.00.  The club has $300, and there has been another $300 donated by members. Tom motioned to purchase the focuser and Andrew seconded the motion.  The Board approved purchase. Perry was heading up to HGO after the meeting, and will bring it down Sunday…will check feasibility of mounting on the RC16. 
· Replacement of the deck-ramp at HGO.  The deck and ramp have been temporarily repaired, and it was decided to wait until spring to reexamine and consider any further repair as necessary.
· Repair of leaks in the dome at HGO.  Perry said that some small leaks in the dome room will be patched with caulking when he visits HGO after the meeting, and will probably do fine until spring.
· New Website.  Margaret indicated that the new SVAS website is ready for testing, and indicated that it will have to be supported by a monthly fee of $25.  Kirk motioned to accept the fee, and Perry seconded.  The Board approved the monthly fee.

· There was discussion of the second telescope pier at HGO, and the need to remove the old scope fork that is mounted so others could use the pier for the evening.  Perry motioned that the mount be removed, Gary seconded the motion, and the Board approved.
11. Meeting Adjourned: 7:40pm.
